Al-Manara Al-Bayda: 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

All praise is due to Allah. Peace and blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah and his family, his 
Companions, and his followers. And henceforth: 

Al-Manara Al-Bayda Foundation is pleased to offer you this exclusive interview with Shaykh al-Fatih Abu 
Muhammad al-Jawlani - may Allah preserve him - the director general of Jabhat al-Nusra. 

The interview will focus upon the latest developments in the field of Sham, and what is being said about 
Jabhat al-Nusra as it regards suspicions and accusations in the recent times. We ask Allah to bless it and 
make it beneficial for us and the Muslims. 

We are pleased at this beginning of this interview to welcome Shaykh al-Fatih: Peace, mercy, and Allah's 
blessings be upon you, our dear Shaykh, and welcome as a guest of al-Manara al-Bayda. 

Shaykh al-Fatih Abu Muhammad al-Jawlani: 

And peace, mercy, and Allah's blessings be upon you. Greetings. 
Al-Manara Al-Bayda: 

Shaykh al-Fatih, the arena of Sham, to where? 
Shaykh al-Fatih Abu Muhammad al-Jawlani: 

In the name of Allah, and praise be to Allah. Peace and blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah and 
his family, his companions, and his followers. And henceforth: 

The field of al-Sham today is passing through several challenges. First, the international coalition and its 
allies in the region, and its allies inside Sham. The international coalition gathered nearly 60 countries and 
$500 billion, and this number of countries and money exceeded the international coalition that was 
gathered during the Gulf War in 1 991 , when nearly 32 countries were gathered as well as $1 00 billion. If 
this points to anything, it indicates that this coalition was gathered for something beyond the issue of 
Jama'at al-Dawla and Jama'at al-Nusra and what has been said about extremist groups, and that is 
because the international system has objectives and significant goals in the region. 

The region has a high degree of sensitivity, due to its proximity to Israel, the threat posed throughout the 
field of Sham to the European areas - and that is for the reason that large numbers of Mujahideen from 
Europe have gathered in the region - and trying to prop up the al-Assad regime, because it is a pillar of 



the pillars upon which the international system depends in the region, and it is the Nusayri sect in general 
in the arena of Sham. This, of course, will need two very substantial efforts in a complex arena such as 
the field. It will need capabilities and large sums of money so as to impose a reality that restores the 
situation to what it was before the start of Jihad in Sham. The factions that are allied with the international 
system will be supported, as they say, and as they are now doing. Some factions began sending numbers 
for training and arming, and trucks of weapons and ammunition enter every day to support these factions 
to be a hand of the Americans and the West in the field of Sham. This will result later in putting pressure 
on the liberated areas, then the international system will take charge in eliminating the Mujahideen in the 
liberated areas and replacing them with factions allied with them that receive support at this time. 

John Allen had stated in the recent days, and he is the official commissioned by the United States to lead 
this coalition and train what they call the "moderate" opposition - as they say, but a proxy or agent is a 
better expression - that they will be trained and armed to eliminate Jabhat al-Nusra and Jama'at al-Dawla. 
That is the goal, and it be followed, of course, by all the Islamic groups that do not comply with the 
Western policy in the region. This is related to the liberated areas where the armed groups or jihadi 
groups maintain power and influence and fight on the ground. 

As for the areas in which the militants are present with the dominance of the regime, such as Damascus, 
Horns, al-Latakia, Tartous, and al-Qalamoun, in these areas, the group that will re-take control and extent 
its influence will be the regime, the regime itself. Of course, the regime will regain control of these areas in 
which it had prevailed, and, of course, it will exploit what they expect from the weakness that will occur in 
the liberated areas where the jihadi groups have influence. Afterwards, if the matters proceed as such, 
they will announce to stop the war or declare the end of the war, similar to the Dayton Agreement that 
occurred in Bosnia. Perhaps they think they will have the same agreement in the field of Sham, and they 
end the war and incorporate these governments into each other: the regime government with the interim 
government, where the actual sovereignty lies with the regime, because it believes itself to be more 
efficient and better able to control the country, owing to its experience in management this country for 
more than 40 years, especially against the weakness and repeated failure when trying to create an 
interim government and it fulfilling some of its functions and duties in this area. 

As the field passes through these challenges, there is the internal conflict, too. There is a challenge 
concerning he methodological differences among some Sunni groups, and among the groups that went in 
the direction of extremism, and among the groups that took a different direction of conceding and 
regressing. Overall, the field of Sham now passes through these series challenges, but perhaps these 
challenges will develop. 

I cannot fail to mention that the regime also has allies that participate with it in this war, some of whom 
are directly involved, and some of whom participate with logistical support, or armament and providing 
ammunition, or even through experts or actual participation. The participation of those with the regime in 
this war against the Sunnis in Sham is one of the challenges faced by the people of Sham, in addition to 
what we have mentioned previously. The regime is supported by Iran, it is armed by Russia, it is given 
logistical help by China and the Rafidha militias - what are known as Shi'ites - that also gathered around 
it, and that have shrank a bit after the recent events that transpired in Iraq and the victories that were 
achieved there. The most belligerent were not "Hezb Allah," but the Rafidhi militias present in the area, 
and most of the massacres were committed by them. The Hezb is not less ugly than them, but it can be 
regarded in second place after these other militias. However, it leads them, and it is a danger that must 
be confronted. 

The people of Sham should be prepared for all of these challenges that we have mentioned. 

Very briefly, we see that the world has been divided into two halves, and most of the countries of the 
world agree that they should end the state of jihad that happened in field of Sham. Regardless of the 
differences between them, they will agree on a particular focus. Let us not forget that there is sensitivity 
that reached its peak after the Mujahideen arrived at the border between them and Israel, and this, no 
doubt, raised fears within Israel, which all parties to the conflict seek to protect, those that allied and 
compete for control of the field of Sham, with its two parts that we will call America and Russia. 



So for the field of Sham, we can say that white and black have gathered against it, as well as the various 
infidel nations. 

Al-Manara Al-Bayda: 

More than three years have passed since the establishment of Jabhat al-Nusra, and in all these years 
you faced the challenges that you mentioned. What does Jabhat al-Nusra represent today in the field of 
Sham, whether on the military level or on the level of managing the liberated areas? 

Shaykh al-Fatih Abu Muhammad al-Jawlani: 

At the beginning, Jabhat al-Nusra... if we deal with the military side, and the role it plays in the field, there 
is no doubt that it has a prominent role in facing the regime, because the basis of the battle was between 
the Sunnis and the ruling regime of Bashar al-Assad. During the three years, Jabhat al-Nusra had a great 
impact in weakening the thorn of the regime and liberating many of the areas and cities controlled by the 
al-Assad regime. Though we started gradually, I will mention the recent months and will not touch upon 
the past, for the past was busy and there is not enough time to accommodate speaking about all that 
Jabhat al-Nusra had done. 

But in recent months, praise be to Allah, Jabhat al-Nusra had a prominent impact and involvement in the 
south, such as Deraa, as did many factions, and in the liberation of the al-Qunaytra countryside almost 
entirely, starting from the Hamr Hills and ending at Hara Hill, and what happened to break the siege on 
the city of Nawa and other cities that were besieged because of the presence of the regime in these hills 
and its cutting off the roads due to its pouring shells and lava on these cities. 

Then, if we move to Damascus, praise be to Allah, Jabhat al-Nusra is present in the Eastern Ghouta and 
in southern Damascus, both of which are besieged. Jabhat al-Nusra in the Eastern Ghouta had a 
prominent impact in the recent operations that happened there, including the breaking of the siege on the 
Mujahideen trapped in the town of al-Maliha, and the operations that took place in the vicinity of the Air 
Force Intelligence in Harasta, which was also recent. 

In regard to al-Qalamoun, it is known that after "Hezb Allah" assaulted our people in Sham, it was 
necessary to take the battle to the Lebanese interior and to the areas where it is present in the south and 
the southern suburb, and to target its sensitive areas. We took the battle to where "Hezb Allah" is present 
in Lebanon, so that perhaps it can realize the seriousness of its intervention in the Syrian affair and its 
standing as an ally of the Bashar regime against the Sunnis in Sham. There have been for this very many 
positive results. Jabhat al-Nusra, and all praise is due to Allah, leads the defense of the Sunnis through 
al-Qalamoun in the Lebanese interior, and in al-Qalamoun itself. It is no secret to anyone that Shaykh 
Abu Malik al-Shami is who is leading Jabhat al-Nusra there, may Allah reward him. 

Very positive results have appeared from the recent events that took place in pressuring the Hezb 
through the operations of capturing Lebanese soldiers. Indeed, positive results appeared from some 
simple movements carried out by our brothers there, and these revealed the falsehood of the Lebanese 
Army and that is a tool that is used by "Hezb Allah," and they also revealed the extent of the deep-rooted 
hatred harbored by "Hezb Allah," especially when it assaulted the Sunnis in Lebanon in Tripoli or even in 
the camps, while it is the one that forced these people to come to Lebanon, driving elderly, poor, children, 
and sick to the camps and then burning them. It has tasted the bitterness of what it had done to the 
camps in the blessed operation in Brital that took place recently. 

Our brothers in al-Qalamoun are hiding many surprises up their sleeves. The real battle in Lebanon has 
not yet begun, and what is coming, with permission from Allah the Exalted, is worse and more bitter for 
"Hezb Allah". Perhaps in the coming days Hassan Nasrallah will bite his fingers in regret for what he did 
to the Sunnis in Sham, Allah the Exalted willing. 



And in regard to beloved Horns, the Horns of martyrs, which sacrificed what it had to sacrifice in the face 
of this regime, the recent military retreat that took place there it is no secret to anyone, nor are the recent 
massacres by the al-Assad regime against the neighborhood of Wa'r and its besieging our people there. 
Jabhat al-Nusra carried out several operations that it considered to be operations of affliction, which 
targeted sites of the Shabiha in their own homes in the neighborhood of al-Zahra' and elsewhere. We ask 
Allah to help us break the siege on Horns, the Ghouta, southern Damascus, and all the besieged areas in 
the coming months, with permission from Allah the Exalted. 

And in regard to Hama, praise be to Allah, Jabhat al-Nusra had the biggest impact along with some 
factions in liberating the city of Khan Shaykhun and the al-Khazanat checkpoint, which consists of several 
checkpoints and vast areas controlled by the regime, and repulsing the advance of the regime on Murk in 
the recent months. 

And in regard to Aleppo, praise be to Allah, Jabhat al-Nusra is present in several trenches in the city of 
Aleppo, and it recently carried out heroic operations with the participation of some of the jihadi factions to 
repulse the assault of the regime in Handarat and its surroundings. As well, we are garrisoned on many 
front lines, whether it is in al-Ramouseh or Khan Tuaan. 

In al-Latakia, it is no secret to anyone that Jabhat al-Nusra is present in quite many of the garrisoning 
lines on the Doreen front and other areas, and also in repulsing any attack through which the regime can 
advance. 

In the Eastern Front, no doubt that it is not a secret that after the war that took place between us and 
Jama'at al-Dawla, Jabhat al-Nusra moved back to other areas a few months ago. 

And in regard to Idlib, praise be to Allah, among the most recent work we have done in Idlib is storming 
inside the city of Idlib, into the governorate building as well as the Air Security Defense, which is the 
security square in general. This was carried out by the immersing heroes, who stormed into the city of 
Idlib, and also cut off the road between al-Latakia and Idlib, and al-Mastumah Hill in particular, which is 
difficult to breach. Praise be to Allah, it was liberated by the brothers in Jabhat al-Nusra, while other 
brothers stormed inside the city. However, other things took place that preoccupied our brothers from 
completing their mission inside the city of Idlib, because of some problems created by some of the 
factions elsewhere in Idlib, such as Jabal al-Zawiya. 

Al-Manara Al-Bayda: 

What happened there in Jabal al-Zawiya? Where heard about the outbreak of fierce fighting between you 
and several other factions with Jamal Maarouf and his group. What is the reason for this fighting that 
happened? 

Shaykh al-Fatih Abu Muhammad al-Jawlani: 

What happened in short was that Jamal Maarouf assaulted our people there in the city of al-Bara'a and 
the city of Kansafrah, and he has a large number of bandits and thieves that assaulted our people there, 
too. Our men in Jabhat al-Nusra also faced a share of the attacks. After the repeated assaults of this man 
and his group on our people in Idlib, and on Jabhat al-Nusra and some other factions, fighting broke. But 
of course, the righting between us and the Syria Revolutionaries Front is not as it was rumored to be, but 
there were brigades from Suqoor al-Sham and also brigades from Ahrar and Jund al-Aqsa, as well as 
from the people of Jabal al-Zawiya, meaning that it was similar to a semi-popular revolution against the 
leader of this gang. 

Of course, along with these factions, which saw the repeated assaults of this gang on our people in Idlib, 
we made the decision that the Syria Revolutionaries Front, especially in the northern regions, will be 
cancelled, because many of the assaults came from these areas. It turned from a group that confronted 
the regime to a group that assaults this one and that one, and canceling its existence became a 
necessary matter. We do not deny that within the Syria Revolutionaries Front there are factions or some 



brigades and battalions that are keen to fight the regime and have not abandoned their trenches to fight it. 
Of course, we do not include them in the decision, and they are not accountable for what is done by 
Jamal Maafour and those with him. 

I add to this that most of the factions in the north were asking us to put an end to the presence of Jamal 
Maarouf and his gang, and this request was not just from those who oppose him, but from those allied 
with him. Some factions even issued statements of combination and denunciation, and they request from 
us to reconcile the matter and submit it to a Shariah Court and so forth. This was in the media and on the 
ground, that they were demanding an end to his presence, and continuing this campaign to finish him 
completely. Among them were those who said that they are forced to take a position in the media 
because of American pressure. Subhanallah! 

Of course, it is no secret that some of the factions present here meet in Turkey and it is they who the 
West refers to as "moderate opposition," giving them ammunition and weapons, and preparing them to be 
their hand in this region. The most prominent of these factions is Jamal Maarouf. Of course, the one tries 
to scare the factions into believing that Jabhat al-Nusra will continue in its campaign until it eliminations 
everyone, and we do not care if we drag the field into another internal conflict, which is for the benefit of 
the regime or for the benefit of the international coalition. Such a thing is desired by many parties who do 
not want good for this field. However, it is our right to stand in the face of anyone who wants evil for the 
people of Sham, or assaults our followers or Jabhat al-Nusra. This is considered to be an oppression that 
we have to push away from ourselves and our people. 

Al-Manara Al-Bayda: 

Jamal Maarouf claims that Jabal al-Zawiya was liberated before the establishment of Jabhat al-Nusra. 
How do you respond to this point? 

Shaykh al-Fatih Abu Muhammad al-Jawlani: 

Subhanallah! Everyone in Jabal al-Zawiya knows that there were operations carried out by Jabhat al- 
Nusra in Jabal al-Zawiya during its control by the regime, and it is these operations that prompted the 
regime to withdraw from Jabal al-Zawiya. I mention, for example and not limited to, the operation at the 
Baliyun checkpoint, where there were present more than 1 00 troops of the regime, and Jabhat al-Nusra 
targeted it by the grace of Allah the Glorified and Almighty, and turned it to rubble. Then there was the 
operation at the al-Bara'a checkpoint, which is next to Deir Sinbul, the stronghold of the so-called one, 
and there was a checkpoint near Deir Sinbul, the Babila checkpoint. I think that he heard the echo of the 
targeting of this checkpoint or he avoided passing through its side to reach his stronghold in Deir Sinbul. 
There is also the Lawis factory. This is not to mention the dozens of operations in Hama and in the vicinity 
of Jabal al-Zahiwa, which pushed the regime to withdraw to other places 

Of course, I do not deny that our people in Jabal al-Zawiya had a prominent role in many operations, such 
as the operation of Kafr Nabl in which he was involved. At that time, it was correct to call this man a 
"revolutionary man," but he entered into the maze of politics and the entices of Bandar bin Sultan, then he 
was lured to the Saudi intelligence and then to the American and Western intelligence. He let himself fall 
into this peril and to what he has now reached. If he had remained a revolutionary man, fighting for his 
people in the face of the regime, he would not have reached this situation. 

At any time that Jamal Maarouf or anyone else announces his repentance and severs all ties with the 
outside and his relation to it with acting as an agent for the Americans or the Saudi intelligence or with the 
intelligence of other countries, and announces his repentance and returns to his family and his people, 
then at that time he will be a brother to us, and we will protect him and he will protect us, and we will seek 
help from him and he from us in righteousness and goodness, but on the condition that we work under 
the banner of "La lla lllaha Allah" to empower the Shariah of Allah and establish Islamic governance in 
this land, not to execute the agendas of the West in our country. 



Al-Manara Al-Bayda: 



Now, after what happened with Jamal Maarouf, many in the rest of the factions fear that what happened 
with him will repeated, and that Jabhat al-Nusra will seek war with all the other factions. Do you not see 
this as a rational fear, especially after the recent events? 

Shaykh al-Fatih Abu Muhammad al-Jawlani: 

Of course, as I mentioned for you, the so-called one is trying to instill fear in these factions for this 
concern. And as I mentioned, we are standing in the face of anyone who wants evil against our people in 
Sham, or assaults Jabhat al-Nusra, or tries to be a tool for the West in the region to face the project of 
Islam that was established in this land. 

Al-Manara Al-Bayda: 

And what do you advise these factions and battalions that are exploited by the West to achieve its aims in 
the field of Sham? 

Shaykh al-Fatih Abu Muhammad al-Jawlani: 

The problem is that some of these factions think that they are manipulating the Americans and they will 
take ammunition, weapons, and money from them and leave them to themselves, or they think that they 
will not respond to the pressures that will be imposed on them or are being imposed right now. This is 
fantasy. These groups are not new inventions of jihadi and non-jihadi groups that have stood in the fact of 
any assault or injustice done to the Ummah for the past hundred years. All the groups that put their hands 
into the hands of the West or into the hands of the enemies for this reason, they became a tool for that 
purpose, and after the end of its mission they will be discarded like others were discarded before. 

What is predominant in our thoughts and we are absolutely certain of, is that these groups are used by 
the West to execute its project. It did not come to support the Syrian people or to serve them, or to raise 
the banner of "La lla lllaha Allah". The West is an old-modern enemy to us, and we cannot meet with it in 
any interest at this time and in this era, because their projects contradict outs. They are secular projects 
that want to establish secular and democratic states - as they claim - and we seek to establish a rightly- 
guided Islamic State on the prophetic method. 

Al-Manara Al-Bayda: 

It was rumored about you that you were allied with Jamal Maarouf in the days of fighting Jama'at al- 
Dawla, and that you supplied him with weapons and columns. What is the truth of this news? What are 
the limits that you place on your alliances with other groups and factions of the Free Army and others? 

Shaykh al-Fatih Abu Muhammad al-Jawlani: 

Subhanallah! This is a great lie promoted about us by our opponent. Concerning the limits upon which 
Jabhat al-Nusra was established, we do not fight by "choice" with any suspicious group. By "choice," I 
mean having the option in offensive operations. In defensive operations, sometimes they occur abruptly 
and there is no choice. For example, if the regime suddenly advances one of the areas under our control, 
all the people come out and fight, and this is concerned a fight that coincides. 

As for the Atmah incident, there was much rumored about us. All that happened is that this area is 
available to everyone, and there was a large number of factions, including Jama'at al-Dalwa, which had 
influence there. These convoys would enter with ammunition and weapons, and they knew where these 
ammunition and weapons are going and for what they will be used. When the unrest happened between 
Jama'at al-Dawla and the other factions, Jabhat al-Nusra at that time acted as a mediator, or took a 
neutral position, and protected the families of the muhajireen who were besieged or pressured in a certain 
area. Their gathering was in Atmah. The brothers there strove hard and they did not want for this 
gathering to become a new conflict for these factions, where the war was already at its most intense and 



raging. They also noticed weak points in the areas of influence of some of these factions, where any 
clash there would weaken us elsewhere, and it would take revenge on the brothers in other places. As for 
me, I did not know about this matter until after what happened. It is not as it has been said that I ordered 
this. By Allah, when I heard about that, I said no weapons will pass at this time to anyone if we can 
prevent it. I want to add something else, that area of Atmah is full of displaced people in all of its roads, 
streets, locations, and surroundings, and that any clash that happened there will inflict great damage in 
the ranks of the people who are there. 

Al-Manara Al-Bayda: 

Fine. That is on the military level, but what about the level of managing the liberated areas? Jabhat al- 
Nusra participated in the Shariah commissions in most of the liberated areas, but recently, it withdrew 
from them, and built judiciary houses in most of the areas where it is present. Opinions differ much about 
this step between those who support it and those who oppose it. Some have even said that you withdrew 
from the frontlines and the garrisoned points and went back to reap the fruits of the jihad of others. Why 
did you withdraw from these Shariah commissions? 

Shaykh al-Fatih Abu Muhammad al-Jawlani: 

At the beginning, the Shariah commissions were an old idea after we liberated some areas, and there 
was a vacuum that needed to be filled. There were disputes among the people, and the battle took long 
between us and the regime. So because of these conflicts, who would fill this vacuum? We consulted with 
some brothers around us to find a way for this matter, and there were several proposals, including to 
establish Shariah commissions in conjunction with some of the factions, and to judge under the Shariah 
of Allah the Glorified and Almighty between us and the people, taking into account that we are in a land of 
war, and taking into account the current differences that apply in the land of war. This was at the 
beginning of the liberation, meaning that the regime moved back to some areas, and we moved back to 
other areas. 

From the beginning we were interested in empowering the Shariah and imposing the authority of Allah the 
Glorified and Almighty on this land. These are the principles that from the outset we announced without 
equivocation or shyness or anything else. 

These Shariah commissions were established in conjunction with some factions around us, but there 
were implications in the events that transpired, and the multitude of visions about how we would reach an 
Islamic government, and how we would reach the formation of rule. Within the participating factions with 
us there was difference in vision, and each one started to look at the Shariah commissions from its own 
perspective. Some of them saw it as correct and true from the Shariah viewpoint; and some saw it as a 
political front with which it gains some people and so they would let enter whoever they wants and expel 
whoever they do not want; and some saw that it has certain weaknesses and so they wanted to drag it 
into cooperating with the Syrian Coalition and other than the Syrian Coalition. 

We became as disputing partners in one place, and this became somewhat of a detriment to the Shariah 
commission, knowing that in some of the factions participate with us we did not find seriousness in 
adopting the project. They even stated that it is not within the project of empowering the Shariah to have 
Shariah commissions in these times. This, not mention the military pressure and the exploding barrels in 
the city of Aleppo in particular, which forced large numbers of the population of the city of Aleppo to flee 
to the countryside. As you know, the Shariah commissions and the ruling councils must be situated in 
populated areas, not areas devoid of people. 

By all considerations and measurements, the judgment was passed as it regards the Shariah 
commissions, that they lost the foundation upon which they were established, and they cannot complete 
the project. We decided to establish an alternative to the Shariah commissions and to put in place 
regulations stronger than the regulations that existed within the Shariah commissions, and that is in order 
to establish a project that helps us to continue onwards, not half way. Therefore, whoever participates 
with us the judicial houses must agree with us on the objectives and means to reach these goals. 



Of course, this pushes for the success of the project of the judicial houses and the empowerment of the 
Shariah in the land of Sham and in the liberated areas at the very least. We cannot leave this vacuum for 
anyone to come and fill it, for there are law associations and others that seek to establish criminal and 
positive laws. This is what makes us not to leave this place empty for those. We must fill the vacuum and 
prevent those people from ruling with positive law. Therefore, the idea of establishing the judicial houses 
came and we offered it to some factions, some of whom participated with us, and others who accepted to 
be a part of it but were not very involved or effective, or did not comply with the with the obligations of the 
judicial houses. Indeed, it is Jabhat al-Nusra that bears the majority of the burden of the project of the 
judicial houses, and with us are some factions, those that support us or participate with us in a weak 
manner. 

In order that there is no clash between us and the rest of what remains of the Shariah commission, we did 
not establish the judicial houses in the places where there are Shariah commission. Instead, we 
established the judicial houses in places where we have large influence and in those areas where we 
have almost total control, so that clashes do not occur. 

Al-Manara Al-Bayda: 

What is the role played by these judicial houses in the current time? 
Shaykh al-Fatih Abu Muhammad al-Jawlani: 

The role of the judicial houses is to adjudicate between the people and resolve conflict, all under the 
Shariah of Allah the Glorified and Almighty. In the coming days, Allah willing, we will invite you as al- 
Manara al-Bayda to take a tour of the role of the judicial houses and broadcast to the people the 
important role played by these houses, where people come to them often, praise be to Allah, where they 
are judged, and rights are restored to their owners. As we promised the people, the first to be judged are 
members of Jabhat al-Nusra. If people have rights that are held with us, then we will give them back to 
them through the judicial houses, with permission from Allah the Exalted. 

Al-Manara Al-Bayda: 

It has been said that you withdrew from some of the fronts and garrisoning points so that you could 
establish these houses and impost your control in the areas in which you are present. What is the truth of 
this matter? 

Shaykh al-Fatih Abu Muhammad al-Jawlani: 

This did not happen on the account of that. In times when we are forced, due to lack of numbers or 
something similar, we put repulsing the attacked above all else. Even the soldiers who fill the role of 
police or Hisbah in the judicial houses, if there are large operations and we are lacking or do not have 
enough people, we push those brothers to fight on the fronts, as well. Even some of the judges participate 
in fighting on the fronts. This was not at the expense of the trenches and fronts at all. 

Al-Manara Al-Bayda: 

Also among the accusations directed at you always is that of marginalizing the Mujahideen, and not 
taking advantage of the cadres and capabilities that immigrated to you from all over the place. What is the 
role of the Mujahideen in Jabhat al-Nusra? 

Shaykh al-Fatih Abu Muhammad al-Jawlani: 

Subhanullah, this issue that is raised is unjust. There was great injustice done to Jabhat al-Nusra in this 
matter, especially after the dispute that broke out between us and Jama'at al-Dawla, knowing that we are 
the first who allowed the muhajireen to enter and provided places to them, armed them, supervised their 



training, transported them to the fronts and trenches, and opened the field for them to participate in the 
fighting. We believe that it is necessary for a jihadi group to have a muhajir element, for this is what gives 
it the characteristic of multiple nations, and pushes away the characteristic of nationalism or regionalism 
in fighting. This is an important principle, and it is a Sunni principle that we must preserve. Before the 
occurrence of the dispute between us and Jama'at al-Dawla, approximately 70% of the leaders of the 
Jabhat were muhajireen. This percentage decreased after the dispute, until it became 40% of the leaders 
are muhajireen. As for the soldiers, they constitute approximately 30-35% of the number of the soldiers of 
the Jabha as a whole, and this is a natural proportion for a jihadi group in such circumstances. We seek 
constantly to receive muhajireen and call upon them to come to the land of Sham, and, with permission 
from the Allah the Exalted, we will take care of securing them and dividing between us and them all that 
we have, Allah the Exalted willing. 

Al-Manara Al-Bayda: 

In conclusion, we give sincere thanks and appreciation to his eminence Shaykh al-Fatih for giving us the 
opportunity for this interview. May Allah reward you, our Shaykh. Until the next interview. Peace, mercy, 
and Allah's blessings be upon you. 

Shaykh al-Fatih Abu Muhammad al-Jawlani: 

Your are welcome. May Allah reward you. Peace, mercy, and Allah's blessings be upon you. 



